ALPHA Resolution 2022-01
Support for Requiring Secure Storage of Firearms in Alaska
WHEREAS, gun violence (which includes gun suicides and unintentional shootings) is a public health crisis in the
United States and in Alaska.
WHEREAS, the state of Alaska can benefit from a public health approach to the prevention of injury and deaths
caused by firearms.
WHEREAS, Alaska has the highest rate of gun deaths in the country, the highest rate of gun suicide among young
people 1, and the third highest rate of gun suicide overall. 2
WHEREAS, firearms are the leading cause of death for children and teens in Alaska (ages 0-19). 3
WHEREAS, an average of 22 children and teens in Alaska die by firearms every year and 61% of those deaths are gun
suicides. 4
WHEREAS, nearly half (48.9%) of high school students (grades 9-12) in Alaska in 2019 reported they could access a
loaded firearm, and one in four high school students (25.3%) in Alaska in 2019 reported they had seriously
considered suicide in the past year; 5
WHEREAS, every year, nearly 350 children in the United States gain access to a firearm and unintentionally shoot
themselves or someone else, and Alaska has the second-highest rate of injuries and death resulting from
unintentional shootings by children.6
WHEREAS, in 2020 ALPHA adopted Resolution 2020-03 stating its support for common sense firearm policies to
reduce injuries and deaths by firearms, including the importance of secure storage of firearms.
WHEREAS, requiring the secure storage of firearms reduces the incidence of gun suicides, unintentional shootings,
and gun violence, particularly involving young people. 7
WHEREAS, in Alaska, there is currently no requirement that gun owners securely store their firearms.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that ALPHA supports legislation requiring gun owners in Alaska to securely store
firearms: in a locked container, with a gun lock, or by other means to render the firearm inaccessible or unable to be
used by a person who is not the owner or an authorized person.
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