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Legislative Bills of Interest to ALPHA 
Updated February 27, 2009 

For full text of these bills, please click on the bill number or search in:  http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/start.asp  
The Alaska Mental Trust Authority Health Policy Page:  http://mhtrust.capwiz.com/mhtrust/issues/  

If you are interested in assisting with ALPHA Health Policy advocacy please email: info@alaskapublichealth.org  
 

Bill # 
 

Sponsor Title/ Summary  (Short Title in Italics) 
 

ALPHA’s 
Position 

HB 9 Chenault 
 

Would establish capital punishment ("death penalty") in Alaska 
An Act relating to murder; authorizing capital punishment, classifying murder in the first degree as a 
capital felony, and allowing the imposition of the death penalty for certain murders; establishing 
sentencing procedures for capital felonies; and amending Rules 32, 32.1, and 32.3, Alaska Rules of 
Criminal Procedure, and Rules 204, 209, 210, and 212, Alaska Rules of Appellate Procedure." 
 
ALPHA Comment: 
APHA public ly reaffirm its March 1994 collaborative statement to all health professional societies 
and state licensing and discipline boards that health professional participation in executions or pre-
execution procedures is a serious violation of ethical codes and should be grounds for active 
disciplinary proceedings including expulsion from society membership and license revocation. 
http://www.apha.org/advocacy/policy/policysearch/default.htm?id=264  

Pending 

HB 25 HAWKER 
 
 
  

Health Reform Policy Commission  
An Act establishing the Alaska Health Reform Policy Commission in the Department of Health and 
Social Services, and establishing the position of the executive director of that commission in the 
partially exempt service; and providing for an effective date 
 

Support 
 

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/start.asp
http://mhtrust.capwiz.com/mhtrust/issues/
mailto:info@alaskapublichealth.org
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?bill=HB%20%20%209&session=26
http://www.apha.org/advocacy/policy/policysearch/default.htm?id=264
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?session=26&bill=HB25
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ALPHA Comment: 
ALPHA supports HB 25 with some changes. It more explicitly directs the purpose of the Commission 
toward health reform by calling it the Alaska Health Reform Policy Commission. It increases the 
Commission from 11 to 16 and broadens industry and consumer involvement. It calls for the HSS 
Commissioner or his designee to be Chair rather than the State Chief Medical Officer. It lists three 
private health care "interests" but doesn't specifically list health care providers or CHCs and ALPHA 
recommends including representation from providers including a "safety net" provider. 

HB 26 HAWKER  
Co-Sponsor: 
Munoz 

Medicaid For Adult Dental Services 
An Act repealing the repeal of preventative and restorative adult dental services reimbursement 
under Medicaid; providing for an effective date by repealing the effective date of sec. 3, ch. 52, SLA 
2006; and providing for an effective date. 
 
Notes: Reauthorizes and removes sunset. 
 
ALPHA Comment: 
ALPHA supports the passages of this reauthorization, over SB 65 and SB 82.  This bill does not include 
a sunset clause.  It is essential reauthorization occurs this year to prevent a break in service to 
beneficiaries.   
 
ALPHA Resolution 5-2008 
http://www.alaskapublichealth.org/pdf/resolution/2008-05EnhancedDentalAdultMedicaid.pdf 

Strongly 
Support 

 
 

HB 28 CRAWFORD Clinical Laboratory Science Professionals 
An Act relating to the licensing of clinical laboratory science professionals; and providing for an 
effective date. 
 
ALPHA Comment: Establishes volunteer advisory Board of clinical laboratory science professionals 
who will advise the department on credentialing agencies or organizations performing clinical 
laboratory tests. The bill also defines qualifications required for performing specific procedures. 

Strongly 
Support 

 

HB 34   PARTIAL-BIRTH ABORTION 
"An Act relating to abortion, fetal pain, anesthesia, and informed consent; and providing for an 
effective date." 
 
ALPHA Comment: This bill is similar to the current federal law, which will prohibit abortion 

Oppose 

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?session=26&bill=HB26
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?bill=SB%20%2065&session=26
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?bill=SB%20%2082&session=26
http://www.alaskapublichealth.org/pdf/resolution/2008-05EnhancedDentalAdultMedicaid.pdf
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?session=26&bill=HB28
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?session=26&bill=HB%20%2034
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procedures that are already illegal under Federal Law. In this bill, no gestational age is specified and 
there is no exception for the health of the mother. 

HB 50 WILSON 
Co-Sponsors:  
Gara, Tuck, 
Petersen, Lynn, 
Seaton, Gatto, 
Cissna, Munoz, 
Gardner, 
Ramras, Foster 

Limit Overtime For Registered Nurses 
An Act relating to limitations on mandatory overtime for registered nurses and licensed practical 
nurses in health care facilities; and providing for an effective date. 

Neutral 
 

HB 51 GARDNER Limit Overtime For Registered Nurses 
An Act relating to limitations on mandatory overtime for registered nurses and licensed practical 
nurses in health care facilities; and providing for an effective date. 

Neutral 
 

HB 56 KERTTULA 
Co-Sponsor:  
Tuck 

Student Loan Forgiveness 
An Act relating to forgiveness of portions of education loans for certain borrowers who are residents 
of the state. 
 
ALPHA Comments 
Would create a loan forgiveness program for up to 50% total education loans for students who 
remain in Alaska after completing the course of study 
ALPHA Resolution: 2008-10 
http://www.alaskapublichealth.org/pdf/resolution/2008-10HCLoanRepaymentIncentiveProgram.pdf  

Support 

HB 58 THOMAS  
Co-Sponsors: 
Wilson, Millett, 
Harris, Ramras 

Educ Loan Repayment Program  
An Act relating to a student loan repayment program for specified occupations or fields in which a 
shortage of qualified employees exists. 
 
ALPHA Comments: 
Would provide for loan forgiveness for graduates of nursing, dentistry, education, and biological 
sciences programs subject to residency requirements. 
ALPHA Resolution: 2008-10 
http://www.alaskapublichealth.org/pdf/resolution/2008-10HCLoanRepaymentIncentiveProgram.pdf  

Support 

HB 61 CISSNA  
Co-Sponsor: 

Medical Assistance Coverage 
An Act relating to eligibility requirements for medical assistance for certain children, pregnant 

Pending 
 

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?session=26&bill=HB50
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?session=26&bill=HB51
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?session=26&bill=HB56
http://www.alaskapublichealth.org/pdf/resolution/2008-10HCLoanRepaymentIncentiveProgram.pdf
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?session=26&bill=HB58
http://www.alaskapublichealth.org/pdf/resolution/2008-10HCLoanRepaymentIncentiveProgram.pdf
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?session=26&bill=HB61
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Gruenberg women, and disabled persons. 
 
ALPHA Comments: 
ALPHA Resolution: 2008-01 
http://www.alaskapublichealth.org/pdf/resolution/2008-01DKCIncomeEligibility.pdf  

HB 62 HAWKER Medical Assistance Eligibility/Premiums 
An Act relating to eligibility requirements and premium requirements for medical assistance 
coverage for children; and providing for an effective date. 
 
ALPHA Comments: 
Would increase income eligibility for Denali KidCare to 250% of the federal poverty index guideline, 
imposing a sliding scale premium and asset limit on families with income between 175-250% FPIG. 
ALPHA Resolution: 2008-01 
http://www.alaskapublichealth.org/pdf/resolution/2008-01DKCIncomeEligibility.pdf  

Pending 
 

HB 71 HOLMES 
Co-Sponsors: 
Dahlstrom, 
Millett, 
Kawasaki 

Advance Health Care Directives Registry 
An Act relating to a registry for advance health care directives. 
 
ALPHA comments: 
Alaska Statute 13.52.010 allows for any individual to complete an advance care directive but makes 
no provision for filling or storage of  the directives. This proposal allows for a voluntary registry of 
completed advance care directives.  The registry would allow 24 hour online access to medical 
facilities and the individual and his/her guardian or agent. The registry will not supplant/invalidate 
any advance directives not filed with the registry. 

Support 
 

HB 75 CISSNA 
Co-Sponsors: 
GRUENBERG 

Health Commission/Planning 
An Act establishing the Alaska Health Commission; relating to health planning; requiring a certificate 
of need study; and providing for an effective date. 
 
ALPHA Comment: 
Would create Health Care Commission to serve as planning and coordinating body, with focus on 
quality, accessibility and affordability (sunset June 30, 2014). 

Pending 
 

HB 91  REQUEST OF 
THE GOVERNOR 

ALCOHOL: LOCAL OPTION/LICENSING/MINORS  
"An Act relating to limitations on possessing, sending, shipping, transporting, or bringing alcoholic 
beverages to a local option area and to penalties for violations of those limitations; relating to 

Support 
 

http://www.alaskapublichealth.org/pdf/resolution/2008-01DKCIncomeEligibility.pdf
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?session=26&bill=HB62
http://www.alaskapublichealth.org/pdf/resolution/2008-01DKCIncomeEligibility.pdf
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?session=26&bill=HB71
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?session=26&bill=HB75
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?session=26&bill=HB%20%2091
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probation for minor consuming or in possession or control of alcoholic beverages; relating to civil 
fines for liquor licensees whose agents or employees furnish alcoholic beverages to a person under 
21 years of age; and providing for an effective date."  
 
ALPHA Comment 
Please See ALPHA comments SB85 
 

HB 130 WILSON, 
Gardner 

Student Questionnaires and Surveys 
An Act relating to questionnaires and surveys administered in the public schools. 
 
ALPHA Comment 
Would limit requirement of active parental consent to surveys of students that are NOT anonymous 
or do NOT concern matters of public record or public observation (which would mean passive 
consent for the Youth Risk Behavior Survey). 
http://www.alaskapublichealth.org/pdf/resolution/2008-07YRBSSupport.pdf  

Strongly 
Support 

HB 132  Support Bicycle Paths: 
An Act authorizing municipalities and nonprofit organizations to sponsor a program to encourage 
the safe use of bicycles as an alternative or supplement to motor vehicles; amending the duties of 
the Department of Commerce, Community, and Economic Development to include administration of 
state funds appropriated for that purpose; and amending provisions of the program by which state 
and federal aid allocated for highways may be used to support bicycle paths. 
 
ALPHA comments: 
Creation of additional safe transportation options will bring Alaska’s transportation infrastructure 
into the 21st century, provide individuals a safe physically active transportation methods, and help 
reduce pollution and congestion. 

Support 

SB 5   PARTIAL-BIRTH ABORTION 
"An Act relating to abortion, fetal pain, anesthesia, and informed consent; and providing for an 
effective date." 
 
ALPHA Comment: This bill is similar to the current federal law, which will prohibit abortion 
procedures that are already illegal under Federal Law. In this bill, no gestational age is specified and 
there is no exception for the health of the mother. 

Oppose 

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?bill=HB%20130&session=26
http://www.alaskapublichealth.org/pdf/resolution/2008-07YRBSSupport.pdf
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?session=26&bill=HB%20132
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?session=26&bill=SB%20%20%205
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SB 6   NOTICE & CONSENT FOR MINOR'S ABORTION  
An Act relating to notice and consent for a minor's abortion; relating to penalties for performing an 
abortion; relating to a judicial bypass procedure for an abortion; relating to coercion of a minor to 
have an abortion; relating to reporting of abortions performed on minors; and amending Rule 220, 
Alaska Rules of Appellate Procedure, and Rule 20, Alaska Probate Rules, relating to judicial bypass 
for an abortion."   
 
ALPHA Comment: Requires parental consent or a judge’s order for a woman who is pregnant, 
unmarried, under 17 years of age and unemancipated to have an abortion. This can result in delays 
in teens talking to anyone about a pregnancy and a delay in seeking medical services. Teens in 
troubled families are at greatest risk. 

Strongly 
Oppose 

SB 8 HOFFMAN Licensing Of Psychologists 
An Act relating to the practice and licensing of psychologists. 
 
ALPHA Comment: 
Would tighten requirements for taking of exam, limit current exemption to school psychologists 
(employed by school districts) but add an exemption for federal practitioners. 

Pending 
 

SB 10 DAVIS Medicaid/Ins For Cancer Clinical Trials 
An Act requiring health care insurers to provide insurance coverage for medical care received by a 
patient during certain approved clinical trials designed to test and improve prevention, diagnosis, 
treatment, or palliation of cancer; directing the Department of Health and Social Services to provide 
Medicaid services to persons who participate in those clinical trials; relating to experimental 
procedures under a state plan offered by the Comprehensive Health Insurance Association; and 
providing for an effective date. 
 
ALPHA Comments: 
In cancer treatment, clinical trials often provide the most current, best standard of treatment for 
patients.  Clinical trials are also the way standards of care are moved forward to provide the most 
up-to-date, best practice.  This bill will remove one of the barriers to patient participation in clinical 
trials.  Most patients need coverage for continuing, routine, standard of care from their insurance, in 
order to afford to participate in a cancer clinical trial.  Many insurance companies will deny those 
benefits if a patient chooses to participate in a clinical trial, even if the care is routine and would be 
normally covered.     

Support 
 

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?session=26&bill=SB%20%20%206
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?session=26&bill=SB8
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?session=26&bill=SB10
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SB 11 DAVIS Dependent Health Insurance; Age Limit 
An Act relating to health care insurance coverage of a dependent child who is less than 26 years of 
age and making a conforming age amendment in the statute describing health insurance policies 
that may be delivered or issued in this state. 

Support 
 

 

SB 12 DAVIS Limit Overtime For Registered Nurses 
An Act relating to limitations on mandatory overtime for registered nurses and licensed practical 
nurses in health care facilities; and providing for an effective date. 

Neutral 
 

SB 13 DAVIS 
Co-Sponsor: 
Ellis 

Medical Assistance Eligibility 
An Act relating to eligibility requirements for medical assistance for certain children and pregnant 
women; and providing for an effective date. 
 
ALPHA Comment: 
SB 13 and SB 87 both raise Denali KidCare eligibility to 200% of poverty.  ALPHA prefers SB 87 
because it has a provision to allow families with incomes between 200 and 300% of the poverty level 
to buy in to the program by paying a reasonable premium. 
 
ALPHA Resolution 5-2008 
http://www.alaskapublichealth.org/pdf/resolution/2008-05EnhancedDentalAdultMedicaid.pdf 
 

Support 
 

HB 17  Crafford PROHIBIT TOBACCO USE UNTIL AGE 21   
"An Act raising the age for purchase, sale, exchange, or possession of tobacco to age 21." 
 
ALPHA Comment 
ALPHA supports efforts to reduce youth tobacco use.  However, the evidence does not support 
increasing purchase age of tobacco as a strategy to reduce youth tobacco initiation and use.   
 

Neutral 

SB 18 WIELECHOWSKI 
Co-Sponsors: 
Thomas, Ellis 

Postsecondary Medical & Other Educ. Prog. 
An Act increasing the number of students pursuing a medical education who are provided 
postsecondary educational services and programs; and providing for an effective date. 
 
ALPHA Comment: 
This bill simply incrementally increases the number of postsecondary educational services and 
programs to Alaska residents.     

Support 
 

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?session=26&bill=SB11
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?session=26&bill=SB12
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?session=26&bill=SB13
http://www.alaskapublichealth.org/pdf/resolution/2008-05EnhancedDentalAdultMedicaid.pdf
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?session=26&bill=HB%20%2017
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?session=26&bill=SB18
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SB 21 DAVIS 
Co-Sponsor: 
Ellis 

Mental Health Care Insurance 
An Act requiring health care insurers to provide coverage for treatment of mental health, 
alcoholism, and substance abuse conditions, and requiring parity between health care insurance 
coverage for mental health, alcoholism, and substance abuse benefits and other medical care 
benefits; eliminating different treatment for mental health conditions from the minimum benefits of 
the state health insurance plan; removing an exclusion for mental health services or alcohol or drug 
abuse from the definition of basic health care services in the law relating to health maintenance 
organizations; repealing a provision that allows optional insurance coverage for treatment of 
alcoholism and drug abuse based on the number of employees and the duration of employment; 
repealing a definition of costs applicable solely to treatment for alcoholism and drug abuse, 
including a provision that allows the cost for treatment of alcoholism and drug abuse to be 
determined by the insurance contract or by a contract between the treatment provider and the 
health care insurer; repealing a definition of mental health benefits that excludes treatment of 
substance abuse or chemical dependency; and providing for an effective date. 
 
ALPHA Comment 
Would mandate insurers' provision of mental health coverage and parity for coverage of substance 
abuse treatment services, and amend definitions of medical care to include mental health and 
substance abuse services. 
 

Pending 
 

SB 30 DYSON 
Co-Sponsor: 
Therriault 

State Government Missions: General & HSS 
An Act relating to the state budget, to performance of state agencies, including the judicial branch, 
and to missions and desired results to be applied to certain expenditures by state agencies; and 
providing for an effective date. 
 
ALPHA Comments: 
The public health arena operates on a science base that promotes outcome and impact based 
programming.  The sponsor’s statement specifically states that the Department has consistently 
used process-related indicators to measure the success of its programs.  It is good public policy to 
answer the questions, “so what” when looking at the use of state and public resource.   
 
On the other hand, and while it is the role of the legislature to identify the overall mission of state 
departments, this bill appears to reach deeper, mandating the legislature to identify the priorities 

Neutral 
 
 

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?session=26&bill=SB21
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?session=26&bill=SB30
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and measures of how the Department will realize the vision.  This is generally done through the 
budget process, but this bill is more specific about the level of detail the legislature will provide over 
the operations of the Department.  Does the legislature have the expertise to promote solid social 
and public health policy implementation?  It may be an over-reaching of the separation of powers. 
 

HB 35   NOTICE & CONSENT FOR MINOR'S ABORTION  
"An Act relating to notice and consent for a minor's abortion; relating to penalties for performing an 
abortion; relating to a judicial bypass procedure for an abortion; relating to coercion of a minor to 
have an abortion; relating to reporting of abortions performed on minors; amending Rule 220, 
Alaska Rules of Appellate Procedure, and Rule 20, Alaska Probate Rules, relating to judicial bypass 
for an abortion; and providing for an effective date."  
 
 
ALPHA Comment: Requires parental consent or a judge’s order for a woman who is pregnant, 
unmarried, under 17 years of age and unemancipated to have an abortion. This can result in delays 
in teens talking to anyone about a pregnancy and a delay in seeking medical services. Teens in 
troubled families are at greatest risk. 

Strongly 
Oppose 

SB 38 ELTON Pharmacy Benefits Managers; Managed Care 
An Act relating to insurance; removing references, definitions, and confidentiality of information 
provisions relating to managed care entities, substituting health care insurers in the former role of 
managed care entities, and amending the definitions of 'covered person,' 'managed care plan,' and 
'utilization review,' as those terms relate to the administration of managed care insurance plans; 
authorizing persons to act as pharmacy benefits managers subject to oversight by the division of 
insurance; and amending the definition of 'health care insurer' as it relates to health care insurance. 
 
 

Neutral 
 

SB 42   NURSING MOTHERS IN WORKPLACE 
"An Act relating to break times for employees who nurse a child." 
 
ALPHA Comments: 
There are numerous positive health effects for the child and mother of ensuring accommodations 
for breastfeeding at work.  Passage of this bill will also offer rewards for the employer/worksite in 
cost savings for health care, reduced 

Support 
 
 

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?session=26&bill=HB%20%2035
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?session=26&bill=SB38
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?session=26&bill=SB%20%2042
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absenteeism, increased employee morale, and employee retention. 

SB 44   SAFE ABANDONMENT OF INFANTS "An Act relating to the safe abandonment of infants." 
 
ALPHA Comment: Extends the period of time in which there will be no prosecution for safe 
surrender of an infant from less than 21 days of age to less than sixty days. 

Support 

SB 61 FRENCH 
Co-Sponsor: 
Ellis 

Mandatory Universal Health Insurance 
An Act establishing an Alaska health care program to ensure insurance coverage for essential health 
services for residents of the state, the Alaska Health Care Board to administer the Alaska health care 
program and the Alaska health care fund, the Alaska health care clearinghouse to administer the 
Alaska health care program under the direction of the Alaska Health Care Board, and eligibility 
standards and premium assistance for health care coverage of persons with low incomes; creating 
the Alaska health care fund; providing for review of actions and reporting requirements related to 
the health care program; and providing for an effective date. 
http://www.healthyalaskans.com/  
 

Pending 
 

SB 65 DAVIS 
Co-Sponsor:  
Ellis 

Medicaid For Adult Dental Services 
An Act repealing the repeal of preventative and restorative adult dental services reimbursement 
under Medicaid; providing for an effective date by repealing the effective date of sec. 3, ch. 52, SLA 
2006; and providing for an effective date. 
 
Notes: Bill provides for a retroactive date of June 30, 2009 if the Act takes effect after June 30th.    
 
ALPHA Comment 
Although ALPHA supports the passages of this reauthorization, ALPHA would prefers HB 26 which 
eliminates the sunset clause.  It is essential reauthorization occurs this year to prevent a break in 
service to beneficiaries. 
 
ALPHA Resolution 5-2008 
http://www.alaskapublichealth.org/pdf/resolution/2008-05EnhancedDentalAdultMedicaid.pdf 

Strongly 
Support 

 
 

SB 72 French "An Act relating to use of child safety seats and seat belts." 
 
ALPHA Comments: 
This bill will clarify that Alaska has booster seat legislation in line with National Highway 

Support 

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?session=26&bill=SB%20%2044
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?session=26&bill=SB61
http://www.healthyalaskans.com/
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?bill=SB%20%2065&session=26
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?session=26&bill=HB26
http://www.alaskapublichealth.org/pdf/resolution/2008-05EnhancedDentalAdultMedicaid.pdf
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?bill=SB%20%2072&session=26
mailto:Senator_Hollis_French@legis.state.ak.us
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Transportation Safety Administration (NHTSA) recommendations.  The legislation will make it clear 
that children need to be in booster seats until at least 4' 9" and less than 80 pounds.  It will assist in 
getting children into booster seats that are currently only using vehicle belts.  Vehicle belts do not fit 
or secure small children properly leaving then at high risk for injury and death during a crash.  The 
legislation will also qualify AHSO for federal funding to assist in education and car seat programs for 
our Alaskan parents/caregivers.  This legislation will save children's lives. 

SB 82 RULES BY 
REQUEST OF 
THE GOVERNOR 

Medicaid For Adult Dental Services  
An Act providing for an effective date by delaying the effective date of the change of coverage of 
adult dental services under Medicaid; and providing for an effective date. 
 
Notes: Bill reauthorizes and extends sunset to June 30, 2014. 
 
ALPHA Comment 
Although ALPHA supports the passages of this reauthorization, ALPHA would prefers HB 26 which 
eliminates the sunset clause.  It is essential reauthorization occurs this year to prevent a break in 
service to beneficiaries. 
 
ALPHA Resolution 5-2008 
http://www.alaskapublichealth.org/pdf/resolution/2008-05EnhancedDentalAdultMedicaid.pdf 

Strongly 
Support 

 
 

SB 85  
 

REQUEST OF 
THE GOVERNOR 

ALCOHOL: LOCAL OPTION/LICENSING/MINORS  
"An Act relating to limitations on possessing, sending, shipping, transporting, or bringing alcoholic 
beverages to a local option area and to penalties for violations of those limitations; relating to 
probation for minor consuming or in possession or control of alcoholic beverages; relating to civil 
fines for liquor licensees whose agents or employees furnish alcoholic beverages to a person under 
21 years of age; and providing for an effective date."  
 
ALPHA Comments: 
Overall a good bill that pulls together three separate issues associated with alcohol.  However, 
ALPHA would like language to suspend the liquor license upon first offense of sale to a minor; the 
suspense would apply to the liquor license not the sales clerk.  This addition would better match the 
penalties associated with sale of tobacco to a minor.  Important elements are:  
2) The First important element is reducing the amount of alcohol that can be brought into a damp 
village. The bill would allow law enforcement to assume that larger quantities are for bootlegging. 

Support 
 

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?bill=SB%20%2082&session=26
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?session=26&bill=HB26
http://www.alaskapublichealth.org/pdf/resolution/2008-05EnhancedDentalAdultMedicaid.pdf
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?session=26&bill=SB%20%2085
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This is a step to reduce bootlegging which remains a big problem.  
 
3) The second element is that two items more or less fix errors in existing laws, one related to 
probation for minor consuming and penalties for bootlegging. 

SB 87 WIELECHOWSKI, 
Paskvan, Ellis, 
Davis, Kookesh, 
Elton, French 

Expansion of Medical Assistance Coverage 
"An Act expanding medical assistance coverage for eligible children and pregnant women; relating to 
cost sharing for certain recipients of medical assistance; and providing for an effective date." 
 
ALPHA Comments: 
SB 13 and SB 87, both raise Denali KidCare eligibility to 200% of poverty.  Additionally, SB 87 has a 
provision to allow families with incomes between 200 and 300% of the poverty level to buy in to the 
program by paying a reasonable premium. 
 
This bill would also allow families with incomes up to 300% of the FPL to buy into Denali KidCare 
using a sliding fee scale.  Many children from working families in Alaska are unable to afford private 
insurance and go without coverage, which results in poorer health and greater costs in the long-run. 

Support 

SB 101 Davis Student Questionnaires and Surveys 
An Act relating to questionnaires and surveys administered in the public schools. 
 
ALPHA Comment 
Would limit requirement of active parental consent to surveys of students that are NOT anonymous 
or do NOT concern matters of public record or public observation (which would mean passive 
consent for the Youth Risk Behavior Survey). 
http://www.alaskapublichealth.org/pdf/resolution/2008-07YRBSSupport.pdf  

Strongly 
Support 

X  Other Items of Interest:  State of Alaska  

X1   
Obesity Prevention and Control Program Funding for an Initiative to Reverse Childhood Obesity.  
State General Funding for the Program  $923,100 for SFY10 
 
ALPHA Comment 

The  Alaska  Public  Health  Association    

 1. Advocates  for  a  financially  supported  state  obesity  prevention  and  control  program  that 

Support 

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?session=26&bill=sb87
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?bill=SB%20101&session=26
http://www.alaskapublichealth.org/pdf/resolution/2008-07YRBSSupport.pdf
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 combines  educational,  clinical,  environmental,  and  social  strategies  similar  to  successful 
 tobacco  prevention  and  control  efforts,  and     

 2. Asks   individual  Board  Members  and  other  Members  to  engage  in  low  and  no‐cost 
 advocacy  efforts  to  promote  state  financial  support  for  an  obesity  prevention  and  control 
 program. 

 
ALPHA Resolution 9-2008 
http://www.alaskapublichealth.org/pdf/resolution/2008-09ObesityProgram.pdf  

Y  Other Items of Interest:  National  

Y1    

 

http://www.alaskapublichealth.org/pdf/resolution/2008-09ObesityProgram.pdf

